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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

DATE: Thursday, Sept. 7,1989 

TIME: 7:30 p.m. sharp 

PLACE: Spencer Jr. Sec. School 

Rm B-202 (upstairs, via 
west door) 

1026 Goldstream Ave. 

(Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month 
from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

- Group Business 

- Questions & Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: Data Base Basics 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 

- Coffee Break 

This month's Group Business will include a 
discussion on the future of APPLES 
VICTORIA, so let's have a good turnout for the 
first meeting of the new season. 

John Epp will give a talk on the basics of creating 
a data base from the ground up. 

EDITORIAL 

As you will see in our list of consultants, George 
Sherwood has kindly offered his services as 
consultant for AppleWorks. Thank you, George. 
We are still looking for a modem consultant - any 
volunteers? 


President Bob has moved to Duncan to be closer to his 
job. Commuting that far is a bit much in poor 
weather. John Epp has also moved, not so far - note 
his new phone number above. 

Just before assembling this edition my hard drive 
crashed for no apparent reason, and one of my 3-1/2 
drives !! So I'm back to disk-swapping again for 
awhile; what an inconvenience! One does get spoiled. 

NOTES FROM THE JUNE MEETING 

Secretary's comments: These notes have never 
pretended to be formal minutes of our past meeting's, 
but I fear that this month even the word 'notes' is a bit 
presumptuous. Although it was nice to have a long 
summer break, I fear that the time delay made my 
notes even more unreadable. I can no longer rely on 
my memory, either, for I have spent the last 8 months 
working in the Mac and MS DOS environments as 
well. I now tend to confuse all three in unguarded 
moments! Fortunately, June's meeting was quite 
informal. Please forgive any errors and the many 
ommissions. When I was in doubt, I left it out! 

The meeting opened with a general discussion period. 
News out of Applefest indicated that the new GS/OS 
Version 5.0 is certainly faster and boasts a Mac-like 
control panel. For hard disk users, it allows 
formatting with up to 32 partitions and each partition 
can be up "to 32M, offering an alternative to the High 
Sierra format. Combine this new operating system 
with a Transwarp GS card and AppleWorks GS 
actually becomes usable! Claris is apparently now 
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to out-perform MSWorks on the Mac, provide you are 
using an accelerator board on your GS. 

Beagle Bros, has been busy releasing software such as 
their Report Generator. They purchased Point to 
Point and have now released version 3.0. Roger 
Wagner’s new HyperStudio is now out and reported to 
be excellent, bringing the power and versatility of 
HyperCard to the GS (see the review in the latest 
A+/inCider). 

Steve Jobs has announced that anyone with the money 
can now buy one of his NEXT computers. When they 
were first put on the market only places like 
Universities were allowed to buy them. Businessland 
is to be the new retail outlet for the NEXT computers. 

With the recent changes in B.C.'s School Act, the 
Ministry has agreed to use Macs for the designing and 
implementing of the new electronic reporting system. 
As the new ungraded system is gradually implemented 
over the next few years, teachers will be changing 
their whole reporting methods, which at present is 
still in the assessment and development stages. 

Vulcan hard drives work on both the GS and the Mac 
as long as you’re using SCSI, revision C. There is a 
new, third party 3.5" disk drive for the GS now on the 
market. 

Ron reported that we have four new public domain 
disks added to our disk library this month, including 
an Eamon adventure, a genealogy disk, a utility that 
allows DOS 3.3 volumes on ProDOS/Hard drives, and 
an ASCII Express graphics designer. All are from 
LOGIC in Ontario. Our PD Disk of the Month was 
SuperPatch, a beggarware AppleWorks utility. When 
you send in your registration, they even send you 
upgrades. If you don’t like a patch, it can be undone! 

The Greater Victoria Public Library is planning to 
make its computerized catalog available via modem 
later this month (June). No details are known but it 
was thought the service might be limited to office 
hours as well. 

Laser Printer Demo by Eric Mansell 

Apple's LaserWriter lint gives excellent quality 
output, but then it should at a cost of $8-9,000! Eric 
was kind enough to show how a LaserWriter can be 
hooked up to a GS and accessed through software like 
Publish It 2, which includes the proper printer 
driver. Also, any program like AppleWriter that 
allows you to put printer commands (including 
PostScript) right in your document can talk directly to 
a laser printer. 

When using a laser printer through Publish It 2, be 
sure the software is configured for a GS. Also, make 
sure your margins are greater than 3/8", otherwise you 
will loose some of your document. For some reason 
the margins won’t auto-adjust. 

How does it work? Laser printers electronically etch 


the image on a drum, which then picks up a toner 
(somewhat like a photocopier) and then is heated to 
transfer the image to the paper. 

If you’re in the market for a laser printer be sure to 
shop around because quality, features and price vary 
greatly. The Hewlett Packard laser printer apparently 
gives poorer quality output. The higher priced 
printers usually offer the built-in Postscript language 
which allow fonts to be scaled to any size using the 
same font file. It's also fast, running at 9600 baud for 
both RS-232 and RS-422. Apple’s LaserWriter lint 
comes with 2M memory and has 35 different fonts 
already in ROM. 


A MEMBER VOLUNTEERS? by Claudia Boorman 

It was a real pleasure receiving a letter this summer 
from a member, George Sherwood, putting his name 
forward as our new AppleWorks Consultant. We are 
always in need of volunteers and contributors, so to 
have someone actually answer our pleas was very 
gratifying. Thanks, George! 

I would also like to print the second half of his letter 
which concerns a members database: 

"Since joining the club I have frequently felt that it 
would be of considerable benefit if I could have access 
to a comprehensive roster of the membership (hard copy 
or disk), which would tell such things as who has 
which computer, printer, peripherals, programs etc., 
who is interested in programming, particular 
programs, modems etc., and for what purposes 
computers are used by the members such as job related, 
general family applications or for hobby purposes. I 
feel that with such a database available that it would 
be a strong encouragement toward an improved 
inter-relationship between club members. If the 
Executive would have any interest along these lines I 
would be most pleased to undertake it as a project. It 
would of course involve the preparation of a 
questionnaire for completion by the membership." 

In response: A membership database actually already 
exists, at least in part, and is used by the Newsletter 
Editor (Bill) to create the mailing labels each month. 
Membership (Norm) also utilizes another version to 
keep track of current members and their expiry dates 
(no last breaths implied). As new members join, our 
new application forms ask for much of the information 
you mention. I am told that few application forms are 
thoroughly completed, however. Surveys of existing 
members have been attempted in the past, with very 
poor returns. What information that was received, 
however, was transferred to our members database. 
You can appreciate that our database is now incomplete 
and out of date regarding members interests and 
equipment, etc. If you would like to prepare another 
questionnaire and encourage all members to return it, 
I would certainly encourage you to do so! 
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MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome our newest member to the group 

Bernie Cote 384-9446 

Apologies to Gary Lobinsoff for misspelling his 
name in the last issue. 

HEW SOFTWARE 

BEAGLE BROS GS FONT EDITOR 

Your newsletter editor recently purchased the GS 
Font Editor and has had a little time to play with 
it. The term “GS" is somewhat misleading as it 
works with the lie, lie, IIc+ as well. The fonts 
will also work with Publish It 2 by changing the 
$C8 to $F? in the directory entry file type. This 
is done by zapping the disk with a utility such as 
FROSEL’S BLOCK WARDEN. 

The program requires a mouse and has pull-down 
menus. The disk comes with Times, Helvetica, 
and Courier fonts ranging from 27 to 72 points, 
but it is possible to construct fonts from 6 to 127 
points (the latter being nearly 2 inches high). 
When booted, the Main screen appears, with a 
layout showing a complete set of the Chicago. 12 
Font. You can also select (load) another font for 
modifying or construct an entirely new font. 

By clicking on an individual character, another 
screen appears with the character enlarged so that 
you can alter the individual pixels to change the 
shape. You can also change the ascent, baseline, 
descent, leading, origin and width of .the 
characters. Changes may be saved or cancelled. 


so very large fonts (about 72 points or larger) may 
have to be saved as two or more files. The manual 
suggests putting upper case letters and numbers in one 
file and lower case letters and special characters in a 
second file. 

The manual is quite clear and gives a chapter each on 
the anatomy of GS Fonts, a Tutorial, and a Reference 
section. 

THE NEW PRINT SHOP 

Broderbund has released THE NEW PRINT SHOP 
which sports a new interface and higher resolution 
graphics, making it easier to print better greeting 
cards, banners, posters, etc. On-screen preview is 
provided so you can see what you get before printing. 
You can use more than one picture or font on each 
page, and can make calendars without the use of The 
Print Shop Companion. There will be a NEW PRINT 
SHOP COMPANION, with border and font editors, an 
envelope maker, and some desk top publishing templates 
for newsletters and flyers. 

Also released are three disks of clip-art graphics, fonts 
and borders - a sampler, a party disk, and one for 
schools and businesses. 

THE NEW PRINT SHOP LAB PACK is available for 
schools. This includes a new teacher's guide and a set 
of 5 backup disks (THE NEW PRINT SHOP is 
copy-protected). 

Those who purchased PRINT SHOP after May 25, 
1989, can upgrade at no cost; others may upgrade for 
$ 20 . 

APPLEWORKS 3.Q 


One very useful feature is scaling a font. If you 
have a font of one size, you can produce the same 
font in other point sizes, or you can change the 
aspect ratio (height to width) very simply. 

The only major fault with the program that I have 
found (unless I missed something), is that you 
cannot change the disk when saving a font, so 
make sure that the disk has enough free space 
before editing. Fonts are limited to 32,768 bytes, 



The latest on AppleWorks 3.0 is that Claris will be 
shipping late in August. NAUG members (and 
presumably A2 Central subscribers) who sent update 
forms to Claris should start receiving AW 3.0 by 
mid-September. 

Some of the features of AppleWorks 3.0 are: 

Word Processor 

* Spell Checking: an enhanced version of TimeOut 
QuickSpell is incorporated into AW 3.0 

* Right Justification 

* Easier Command Entry: Control keys are used to 
issue many formatting commands in the word 
processor. 

* Printer Control: Print any specified number of 
pages in a document; Print date and time anywhere in 
document; Six different custom printer codes from 
within a document; Can underline or print entire 
documents in boldface (does not automatically turn off 
commands at end of the paragraph as before) 

* Multi-line Headers & Footers 

* Enhanced Tabs System 

* Enhanced Cursor Control: Apple-, and Apple-, 
commands to jump to beginning or end of the current 
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line 

* Documents up to 16,250 lines long (about 615 
double-spaced pages) 

Data Base 


* Horizontal Scroll 

* Lock certain categories at left edge of multiple 
record layout (similar to titles in spreadsheet) 

* Multiple levels (up to 3) of sorting with a single 
Apple-A command 

* Easier Report 8c Screen Formatting 

* Enhanced Find Command: Can limit find 

command to one category 

* Label Reports: Allows 2-up and 3-up labels 
(actually you can print labels format in up to 24 
columns) 

* Larger Files: up to 16,250 records, and up to 20 
report formats 

* Automatic dating of records possible (by placing 

in a “date" category) 

Spreadsheet 

* Enhanced Copy/Move Commands: Uses clipboard 
to copy of move blocks or columns of cells between 
spreadsheets. When copying groups of formulas, you 
no longer have to respond to each “No Change” or 
"Relative" prompt if all are the same. Just enter 
Apple-N or Apple-R. 

* Enhanced Printing: Automatically segments 
large spreadsheets into manageable units for printing 

* Additional Functions: 26 new functions; 5 
arithmetic, 9 trigonometric, 6 financial, and 6 logical 

* Allows String Logic 

* Larger Spreadsheet: 9,999 rows (still 127 columns) 


Telephone: (604) 380-9988 Richard L. Catinus 

754 Broughton St. 

Victoria, BC 
V8W 1E1 


Advantage 



Computers Ltd. 


Authorized Dealer 


REPAIRWORKS 

This program is supposed to recover damaged AWP 
and ADB files, but not ASP files. I have tried this 
software on a data base program which became 
somewhat scrambled. The program converts the 
damaged ADB file into an ASCII text file which 
must then be converted back to a data base using 
AppleWorks. Missing data must be re-entered, if 
you can remember it. Although it is more tedious, I 
found it more reliable to use PROSEL’S BLOCK 
WARDEN to zap the incorrect bytes in the file. 
Once you know the format of AppleWorks data base 
files, this is not so difficult. On the basis of my 
experience, I wouldn't recommend this software. 


MAIL BAG 

APPLE CANADA MAIL 


Additional Features 

* Automatically recognizes peripheral slot memory 
cards: RamFactor, RamWorks, Z-Ram, Checkmate. 

* Printer Support: 22 new printers; 3 custom 
printers 

Subdirectories 8c Pathnames: Data disk location given 
for all drives and ProDOS Directory which lists 
Subdirectories. 

* CTRL-Open-Apple-S will save a file to original 
subdirectory even if the active data disk has been 
changed. 

* Enhanced Clipboard: No limitation on size; can 
use clipboard to transfer data between all three 
modules. 

* CTRL-Reset: If computer hangs up, CTRL-Reset 
will return you to main menu so that desktop files can 
be recovered. 

***** 

Beagle Bros also plans to ship AppleWorks 
3.0-compatible TimeOut programs in late August. 
Upgrades will be available from NAUG’s Beagle 
Buddies. Information will appear in the September 
issue of AppleWorks Forum. 


Since last Spring our mailbox has been filled 
regularly with notices and information from Apple 
Canada, User Group Services division. Although 
much of it is geared to the Macintosh user, there is 
still a significant amount of information included 
for Apple II enthusiasts. Apple Canada is obviously 
taking User Group support seriously now. Listed 
below are some of the items received which will be 
made available to members at our regular meetings 
and will be added to our t Group library. 

- User Group registration form, User Group 
Software Distribution Agreement and Application 
(to allow User Groups to distribute System software 
upgrades), and User Group Trade Mark Guidelines 

- a list of other registered User Groups in Canada 

- Communique , a bimonthly newsletter for User 
Groups from Apple Canada (4 pages) 

■ Tech News . Apple Canada Technical Support 
bimonthly newsletter 

- a booklet: How to Build and Maintain An Apple 
User Group 


In addition to taking over Pin-Point for Apple II’s, 
Beagle Bros also owns Multiscribe. 
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- a brochure: What to Expect When You Join An 
Apple User Group 

- The Business Perspective , a booklet outlining 
Apple Canada's employees and future direction. 

Also a video tape presentation of the same name 

- Apple Inc. 1988 Annual Report: “The individual is 
at the center of everything we do.” 

- details on the new Business Development Funds 
now available to dealers to encourage their support 
of local User Groups. Dealers can receive money to 
help User Groups hold regional meetings, software 
seminars and hands-on demos, and enhance regular 
meetings through the use of audio-visual and other 
speaker support equipment 

- posters: Apple logo, rules governing use of Apple 
logo, Apple Quest (individual achievement) 

- New Products folder with latest spec sheets 

- brochures and fact sheets from many third party 
companies outlining new products designed for 
Apples 

- a magazine: The Apple TIGS Buyer's Guide 

- a newspaper: Managing Your Career 

- Corriculum Software Guide: Social Studies, K-12 

- Corriculum Software Guide: Adult Basic Skills 

- Minds in Motion : published by York University 
and Apple Canada Inc. and documents many of the 
new and innovative ways that Apple Computers are 
being used in education 

- The Apple Guide to Courseware Authoring 

- Apple Engineering/Scientific Solutions Guide 

- The Apple Technical Warehouse newsletter and 
catalogue for Apple Programmers and Developers 

- Apple II Technical Notes, May 1989, and Tech 
Tidbits, June, 1989 

- information on Connections '89 , a User Group 
regional meeting held in April in Ontario, and a 
video tape of the proceedings 

- notice of another regional User Group meeting on 
August 19, 1989 in Ottawa 

- Apple Authorized Dealer listing 

- DeluxeFaint II Demo on a 3.5" disk 

It's quite a list, and what’s amazing, more keeps 
coming! 


3-1/2“ DISKETTES 

We have received a letter from George J. Hutchinson of 
Calgary offering generic 3-1/2“ diskettes made in Hong 
Kong for sale to user groups as follows: 

1) Double density (1MB capacity) $1.50 per diskette 

2) High density (2MB capacity) $3.50 per diskette 

Minimum quantity per order would be 100 diskettes 
(combined total of both types). 

The disks are DOS formatted before shipping and are 
guaranteed to be error-free, and will be replaced free of 
charge if there are any problems within 60 days of the 
shipment date. 

Orders may be placed by mail to: PO Box 21044, Place 
Concord Postal Outlet, 609 8th Street, S W., Calgary, 
Alta T2P 0Y0, or by telephone to 403-238-4007 
(answering machine). 

(Just recently, AiB Sound has had 3-1/2“ diskettes on 
for $9.99 for a box of 10). 


f^^OYSSEY) 

l COMPUTERS J 


101-1633 HILLSIDE AVE., VICTORIA, B.C. V8T 2C4 (604) 598-4342 


W.R.A.M., an Apple II user group in the 
Kitchener-Water loo area, is interested in exchanging 
newsletters with us. 

Newsletters are now being received regularly from the 
following: 

AAAUG NEWSLETTER (Atlanta Area Apple 
Users Group) 

APPLES B.C. NEWS 

APPLEWORDS (Little Egypt Apple Users Group, 
Illinois) 

ATOM'S APPLE (Space Coast Apple Users Group, 
Florida) 

BYTELINES (Northern Indiana Apple Users 
Group) 

and now, hopefully, 

APPLEPRESS (Apple/Boston, Apple II Group of 
the Boston Computer Society) 

These are being filed in our library and available to 
you to read. 






















ONCE UPON A TIME.... 

by Edward Floden 

...there was a User Group. They were very happy and 
prosperous, and all of their members delighted in 
showing off the hardware and software that they 
used. Every month, they would gather at the local 
High School and exchange information and tips about 
their favorite computer. Some of the Users had more 
equipment and better software than others, but even 
these Power Users could be impressed by the efforts of 
the lesser-equipped members, who would proudly 
demonstrate how much they could do with so little. 

Then, one day, the Leaders of the User Group noticed 
a disturbing trend: while their membership had been 
decreasing (a fact that they attributed to the 
inevitable tendency of Users to move from one town to 
another), the efforts that their Users had once so 
willingly displayed had fallen even more rapidly. 

No longer were there Users who delighted in 
exhibiting their possessions; instead, many of the 
Users who did attend the meeting came only prepared 
to listen. These Users did not want to inform the 
other members of their progress in challenging the 
abilities of their computers, but they wanted to be 
entertained by the displays of the Users who were 
willing to stand at the front of the room and show 
what they used in hardware and software. 

And the newsletter of this Users Group, once a vital 
and informative periodical, decreased in size, as the 
Users who wanted only to listen also only wanted to 
read. The page count crept lower, and soon the 
newsletter was published with half its former 
frequency. Fewer articles were submitted, either bad 
or good, and the Editors were hard-pressed to find 
suitable material to fill what few pages they still 
retained. 

Soon the burden of scheduling and presenting the 
monthly topics fell on the shoulders of but a few. 

And what some Users had once seen as a hobby, now 
seemed to be an unpaid part-time job. 

The Leaders, realizing that this situation was not 
good, asked the Users to volunteer their time and 
energy for the good of the Group. But the Users made 
excuses: "I don't have the latest hardware! 1 '; "My 
software is too old to be interesting!"; Tm not a good 
speaker!"; "I can't write!". The Leaders told the Users 
that less-than-professional presentations were quite 
acceptable; enthusiasm and effort would more than 
compensate for amateurish errors. 

But the Users, almost to a person, did not respond. 
Several members did attempt to inject a spirit of 
camaraderie into the Group, butfKeir endeavors were 
rebuffed. And the other Users, those that still 
believed in the friendliness and helpfulness that they 
had experienced in the early days of the Group became 
disenchanted themselves. The once-proud Users did 
not seek to assist their fellow Users more than they 
felt necessary. 


Soon, the number of new members gained fell short 
of the number of old members who failed to renew 
their memberships. As the population of the Group 
decreased, so did its income. As the income fell, so 
did the services that the Group provided to its 
Users. As the services fell, so rose the departure of 
Users, who could see little value in maintaining 
their loyalty to an obviously dying Group. 

Then, one day, the Group's Board of Directors voted 
to disband the Group, and to use the last money in 
the Treasury to buy a candy bar. 

The End. 

Note: the reader may supply his/her own moral. 
(Let's not let it happen here! ed.) 

(Reprinted from the Harvest, The Journal of the 
Northern Illinois Computer Society, via 
BYTELINES, NINAUG) 

JUST FOR LAFFS 

William Ouija invented a board bearing his name - 
The BILLBOARD 

Jim Fiddle graduated from a seminary and became 
Fiddle DD. 

Harry Owl is listed in Who's Who. 

My optician went to Alaska and became an optical 
Aleutian. 

Humpty Dumpty had a lousy summer - but a great 
fall. 

(Courtesy of ATOM'S APPLE) 

BITS *N PIECES 

Norm is now a Beagle Buddy and will be able to 
upgrade Eeagle Bros TimeOut products to make them 
compatible with AppleWorks 3.0, possibly by the 
October meeting. 

A new upgrade for the IIGS is in the works. 

Memory chip prices are apparently falling and 1 
Meg chips cost US$120. 256K chips are still 
expensive. 

CREDIT DEPARTMENT 

This newsletter is an independent publication not associated with, 
or sponsored by, Apple Canada or Apple Computer, Inc. The 
opinions, statements or views rendered and reproduced herein are 
solely that of the editor and/or authors) and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Apples Victoria as a whole or of Apple Canada or 
Apple Computer, Inc. Apple II, II+, lie, IIc+, lie, Ilgs and 
Macintosh are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 
AppleWorks and AppleWorks GS are registered trademarks of 
Claris Corporation. 

Any article in this newsletter may be reprinted by computer clubs 
provided that proper credit is given. 


6 






